NO0N BIBLE STUDY: 1 KINGS 5
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THESE CEDARS WERE USED 8Y THE GREAT ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS AND AS A RESULT BROUGHT GREAT WEALTH TO THIS REGION. THE TREES WERE
ALSO SYMBOLS OF STRENGTH AND POWER BECAUSE OF THER SIZE

PSRLM 79:8-5 - FTHE LORD 1S POWERFUL, THE VOICE OF THE LORD IS MAJESTIC. THE VOICE OF THE LORD BREAXS THE
CEDARS: YES, THE L RD BR F\KS INPIECES T HE CEDARS OF LEBANON.

7 CHRONICLES 2:1-10 - MORE DETAILS OF SOLOMON'S REQUEST/LETTER
V.5-6 - CLEARLY SOLOMON'S HEART 15 T0 BUILD SOMETHING GRAND - FOR GOD - NOT FOR fIMSELF.
1 KINGS 5:7-9 - HIRAM'S REDLY

7 CHRONICLES 2:11-16 - MORE DETAILS OF HIRAM'S (HURAM'S) REPLY

V.12 - HIRAM REJOICES IN THE RULE OF SOLOMON AND PRAISES THE LORDY

THIS IS AN TMAGE FROM THE LOUVRE MUSEUM FOUND IN ANCIENT ASSYRIA.
IT 1S CALLED THE "FRIEZE OF THE TRANSPORTATION OF TIMBER™ 1T
DATES BACK T0 713-706 8.C [T DEPICTS WHEN THE CEDARS OF LEBANON
WERE PURCHASED AND TRANSPORTED TO ASSYRIA VIR BOATS/RRFTS JUST
LIKE WHAT IS MENTIONED IN'1 KINGS 5. ONCE THE RAFTS ARRIVED AT THE
CORST, THEY WOULD BE TRANSPORTED ON LAND. BUT THIS METHOD WOULD
CUT DOWN SIGNIFICANTLY ON THE TIME AND DIFFICULTY IN MOVING THESE
GREAT TREES. (PHOTO SOURCE: WWW_LOUVREFR/EN/OEUVRE-
NOTICES/FRIEZE-TRANSPORTATION-TIMBER)

V.9 - HIRAM AGREE D AND ASKED FOR FOOD SUPPLIES FOR THE ROYAL
HOUSEROLD TO BE GIVEN AS PRYMENT FOR THE TREES.

8 1 KINGS 5:10-17 - TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN ISRALL & TYRE
1 KINGS 5:11 (NLT) - IN RETURN, SOLOMON SENT fIM AN ANNUAL
PRYMENT 0F 100,000 BUSHELS OF WHEAT FOR HIS HOUSEHOLD AND
110,000 GALLONS OF PURE OLIVE 011

THE KING OF ISRAEL & THE KINGS OF THE EARTH. ..

FROM DALE RALPH DAVIS™ COMMENTARY ON'1 KINGS IS HIRAM MORE THAN (JUST) A TIMBER SUPPLIER? LET'S 60 BACK MOMENTARILY TO §:34
AND, TGNORING THE CHAPTER DIVISION, READ STRAIGHT ON'T05:1...

1 KINGS 4:34-5:1A - MEN CAME FROM ALL PEOPLES TO HEAR THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, FROM ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH WHO HAD

HEARD OF HIS WISDOM. 51 NOW HIRAM KING OF TYRE SENT HIS SERVANTS TO SOLOMON, WHEN HE HEARD THAT THEY HAD ANOINTED HIM
KING. ..
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"HIRAM 1S ON OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH" AND AS SUCH HE (SPEAKS WELL OF) YAHWEH FOX GIVING SUCH A WISE SON T0 DRVID TO RULE SUCH
A VAST PEOPLE (V. 7). ¥ THE BIBLICAL WRITER REGARDS THIS PRAISE (WHETHER FORMAL, SINCERE, OR BOTH) IN THE MOUTH OF A PAGAN
KING RS WORTHY 0F NOTE M. W F BARR THINGS EVEN HIRAM'S AR IN TEMPLE MATERIALS IS DEEPLY SIGNIFICANT:

" SO THAT EVEN HEATHEN NATIONS, WHETHER FRIENDLY OR CONQUERED, TOOK PART IN THE BUILDING OF THE HOUSE FOR TH £ 60D OF
[SRAEL, AND SO CONTRIBUTED INDIRECTLY TO THE LORI YING 0F GOD. 1T WAS A SETTING FORTH IN ACT OF THE WORD- "THE EARTH IS
THE LORD'S, AND ALL THAT THEREIN 1S (PSALM 24:1): "FOR THE KINGDOM IS THE LORD'S, AND HE 15 GOVERNOR AMONG THE NATIONS
(PSALM 72:78), AND "RLL THE HEATHEN SHRLL SERVE HIM (PSMM 17:1).

WE ARE NOT CLAIMING RIRAM IS A BLATANT PROPHECY OF YAHWEH'S UNIVERSAL KINGDOM, BUT A SUBTLE ANTICIPATION OF IT. SOMETIMES WE
ARE GIVEN GLIMPSES OF THINGS TO COME™ ("FOCUS ON THE BIBLE: 1 KINGS™ P6 54-5%).

1 KINGS 5:13-18 - SOLOMON'S WORK FORCE

THE GROUP WORKING ON THE TREES AND LUMBER WERE 30,000 MEN (V. 13) SENT IN GROUPS OF 10,000 EACH OF H HR EE GROUPS
WOULD WORK IN LEBANON FOR 1 MONTH AND AT HOME FOR 7 (V. 14). ADDITIONALLY THERE WERE 70,000 COMMON LABORERS (NASE
"TRANSPORTERS™) AND 80,000 STONECUTTERS WORKING IN THE MOUNTAIN QUARRIES (V- 15) AND THERE WERE 3, 300 MEN WHO WERE
OVERSEEING THE DIFFERENT AREAS OF WORK, SIMILAR TO A FOREMAN (V. 16). IN-ALL, JUST INCLUDING THESE WORKERS LISTED, WE ARE
TALKING ABOUT A WORKFORCE OF 183,300 MEN (NOT INCLUDING HIRAM'S MEN LV 181)

BEFORE WE THINK THAT SOLOMON IS ACTING MORE LIXE A PAGAN KING OR PHARAON, FORCIBLE DRAFTING HIS QNN CITIZENS INTO HARD
LABOR R HIS SELF-GLORTEYING BUILDING PROJECTS. _LET'S PAUSE AND TAXE A BREATH. FIRST, SOLOMON DOES HAVE QUITE THE LABOR
FORCE FOR THIS PROJECT - BUT NOTICE THAT THOSE WHO ARE WORKING AFAR DO SO FOR 1 MONTH AWAY FROM HOME, AND 7 MONTHS
SLEEPING IN THEIR OWN BEDS. WE'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT RIPPING AWAY MEN AND RIPPING APART FAMILIES

SECONDLY, [T 1S LIKELY THAT A GOOD PART OF THESE NUMBERS (IF NOT ALL OF THEM) WERE ACTURLLY NOT MEN OF ISRAEL  CONSIDER
THE FOLLOWING

PEOPLE WHO WE R EET OF THE AMORITES, THE RITTITES, THE PER!ZZHE , THEAIVI

OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRREL- 71 THEIR DESCENDANTS WHO WERE LEFT R THEM !N TH
LAND, WHOM THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE UINABLE T0 D EVOTE T0 DESTRUCTION- THESE SOLOMON DRAFTED TO BE SLAVES, AND SO
THEY ARE TO THIS DAY. 22 BUT OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SOLOMON MADE NO SLAVES T H R THE SOLDIERS, THEY WERE
CHAR HIS HORS

ShA
1S OFFICIALS, KIS COMMANDERS, HIS CAPTAINS, IS CHARIOT COMMANDERS AND IS HORS

1 KINGS 9:70-22 (ESV) - ALL THE DEOLE
AND THE JEBUSITES, WHO WERE NOT OF THE ¢
AEL WERE UM
T 0F THE PEOD

LASTLY, (ESPECIALLY IF SOME OF THEM WERE SOLOMON'S OWN COUNTRYMEN), THESE WORKERS ARE NOT BUILDING A NEW STADIIM FOR
SOLOMON, SHRINES IN'HIS HONOR ON EVERY MOUNTAIN OR SWU 0F HIS HK SS [N FAR AWAY LANDS (LIXE THE PHARAOHS AND
CRESARS DID). THEY ARE HELP !NG 10 BUILD THE ROLY GOD WHEN YOU ARE DOING WORK OF ANY KIND FOR GOD AND THE
FURTHERANCE OF HIS WORSHIP, YOU ARE SERVING HIM F\ND YO\H% SERVICE, IF DONE WITH THE RIGHT HEART, IS WORSHIP. THE PRAISE
LERDER AND PASTOR'S ROLE IN TH CHURCH 1S AS MUCH SERVICE TO 60D AS THE CLEANING CREW, SETUP TEAM, AND MAINTENENCE GUY
REMEMBER PAUL'S WORDS:

N
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1 CORINTHIANS 12:22-75 - ON THE CONTRARY, T 1S MUCH TRUER THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY WHICK SEEM TO BE WEAKER
ARE NECESSARY: 73 AND THOS MEMBERS OF THE BODY WHICH WE DEEM LESS HONORABLE, ON THESE WE BESTOW MORE

ABU NDANT HONOR AND OUR LESS PRESENT BL E MEMBERS BECOME MUCH MORE PRESENTABLE, 74 WHEREAS OUR MORE
PRESENTABLE MEMBERS HAVE NO NEED OF 1T BUT 60D HAS SO COMPOSED THE B0DY, GIVI NG MORE ABUNDANT HONOR TO THAT
MEMBER WHICH LACKED, 75 SO THAT THERE MAY BE NO DIVISION IN THE BODY, BUT THAT THE MEMBERS MAY HAVE THE SAME
CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER

LOOKING RHEAD...Y KINGS 6:1
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