
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 5 
1 Kings 5:1-6 - Temple Preparations Begin. Solomon contacts 
Hiram, King of Tyre 
 
Tyre, Israel’s neighbor to the northwest, had a good 
relationship with the kingdom of Israel, dating back to David’s 
ascent to the throne.  2 Samuel 5:11 tells us: 
 

“Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David with 
cedar trees and carpenters and stonemasons; and they 
built a house for David.” 

 
The ESV Study Bible notes the following in light of these two 
events: 
 

“Hiram king of Tyre is mentioned in 1 Kings 5:1–18 as a 
friend of Solomon who provides the cedars to build the 
temple, just as here he provides David with cedars to 
build his house. Tyre was a trading empire, and it was 
in its interest to keep the inland trade routes, 
especially those through Israel to Egypt, open to its 
merchants. According to Josephus, however, Hiram did 
not begin to reign until near the end of David’s own 
reign. If that is correct, either this construction 
should be dated toward the end of David’s reign or the 
Hiram in 1 Kings is the successor (probably son) of the Hiram here, who continued his father’s good relationship with 
David. The cedars of Lebanon (which have now all but disappeared) were famous throughout the Near East… (ESV Study 
Bible Note on 2 Sam 5:11) 

v. 6 - Cedars Of Lebanon:  “In the Biblical world, Lebanese cedar (Cedrus 
libani) trees were highly sought after as an excellent source of timber for 
ancient woodworking. The wood’s high quality, pleasant scent and resistance 
to both rot and insects made it a popular building material for temples, 
palaces and seagoing vessels, from Solomon’s famed Temple to the so-called 
“Jesus Boat” of the first century (AD). Today, Lebanese cedar trees grow 
mostly in Lebanon and southern Turkey, with a few found in Cyprus and 
Syria. As the Bible makes clear, the valuable wood had to be imported into 
ancient Israel.” (“Lebanese Cedar—The Prized Tree of Ancient 
Woodworking”, Biblical Archeology Review, Aug, 2, 2015, via 
biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-artifacts/artifacts-and-the-bible/lebanese-cedar%E2%80%94the-prized-
tree-of-ancient-woodworking/ 
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These cedars were used by the great ancient civilizations and as a result brought great wealth to this region.  The trees were 
also symbols of strength and power because of their size. 
 

Psalm 29:4-5 - The voice of the LORD is powerful, The voice of the LORD is majestic.  The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedars; Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

 
2 Chronicles 2:1-10 - More Details Of Solomon’s Request/Letter 
 

v. 5-6 - Clearly Solomon’s heart is to build something grand - for God - not for himself. 
 
1 Kings 5:7-9 - Hiram’s Reply 
 
2 Chronicles 2:11-16 - More Details of Hiram’s (Huram’s) Reply 
 

v. 12 - Hiram rejoices in the rule of Solomon and praises the LORD! 
 
This is an image from the Louvre museum found in Ancient Assyria.  
It is called the “Frieze Of The Transportation of Timber”.  It 
dates back to 713-706 B.C.  It depicts when the cedars of Lebanon 
were purchased and transported to Assyria via boats/rafts just 
like what is mentioned in 1 Kings 5.  Once the rafts arrived at the 
coast, they would be transported on land.  But this method would 
cut down significantly on the time and difficulty in moving these 
great trees. (Photo Source: www.louvre.fr/en/oeuvre-
notices/frieze-transportation-timber) 
 
v. 9 - Hiram agreed and asked for food supplies for the royal 
household to be given as payment for the trees. 
 
1 Kings 5:10-12 - Terms Of The Agreement Between Israel & Tyre 
 
1 Kings 5:11 (NLT) - In return, Solomon sent him an annual 
payment of 100,000 bushels of wheat for his household and 
110,000 gallons of pure olive oil. 
 
The King of Israel & The Kings of The Earth… 
 

From Dale Ralph Davis’ Commentary On 1 Kings: “Is Hiram more than (just) a timber supplier?  Let’s go back momentarily to 4:34 
and, ignoring the chapter division, read straight on to 5:1… 
 

1 Kings 4:34-5:1a - Men came from all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had 
heard of his wisdom.  5:1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, when he heard that they had anointed him 
king… 
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“Hiram is one of the ‘kings of the earth’ and as such he (speaks well of) Yahweh for giving such a wise son to David to rule such 
a vast people (v. 7).  Surely the biblical writer regards this praise (whether formal, sincere, or both) in the mouth of a pagan 
king as worthy of note.  K.C. W. F Bahr things even Hiram’s air in temple materials is deeply significant: 
 

“...so that even heathen nations, whether friendly or conquered, took part in the building of the house for the God of 
Israel, and so contributed indirectly to the glorifying of God.  It was a setting forth in act of the word: “the earth is 
the Lord’s, and all that therein is (Psalm 24:1); ‘for the kingdom is the LORD’s, and He is governor among the nations 
(Psalm 22:28), and ‘all the heathen shall serve Him (Psalm 72:11). 

 
We are not claiming Hiram is a blatant prophecy of Yahweh’s universal kingdom, but a subtle anticipation of it.  Sometimes we 
are given glimpses of things to come.” (“Focus on the Bible: 1 Kings”, pg 54-55). 
 
1 Kings 5:13-18 - Solomon’s Work Force 
 

The group working on the trees and lumber were 30,000 men (v. 13) sent in groups of 10,000.  Each of these three groups 
would work in Lebanon for 1 month and at home for 2 (v. 14). Additionally there were 70,000 common laborers (NASB 
“transporters”) and 80,000 stonecutters working in the mountain quarries (v. 15). And there were 3,300 men who were 
overseeing the different areas of work, similar to a foreman (v. 16).  In all, just including these workers listed, we are 
talking about a workforce of 183,300 men (not including Hiram’s men [v. 18]). 

 
Before we think that Solomon is acting more like a pagan king or Pharaoh, forcible drafting his own citizens into hard 
labor for his self-glorifying building projects...let’s pause and take a breath.  First, Solomon does have quite the labor 
force for this project - but notice that those who are working afar do so for 1 month away from home, and 2 months 
sleeping in their own beds.  We’re not talking about ripping away men and ripping apart families. 

 
Secondly, it is likely that a good part of these numbers (if not all of them) were actually not men of Israel.  Consider 
the following: 

 
1 Kings 9:20-22 (ESV) - All the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites, who were not of the people of Israel-  21 their descendants who were left after them in the 
land, whom the people of Israel were unable to devote to destruction- these Solomon drafted to be slaves, and so 
they are to this day.  22 But of the people of Israel Solomon made no slaves. They were the soldiers, they were 
his officials, his commanders, his captains, his chariot commanders and his horsemen.  

 
Lastly, (especially if some of them were Solomon’s own countrymen), these workers are not building a new stadium for 
Solomon, shrines in his honor on every mountain or statues of his likeness in far away lands (like the Pharaohs and 
Caesars did).  They are helping to build the holy temple of God.  When you are doing work of any kind for God and the 
furtherance of his worship, you are serving Him and your service, if done with the right heart, is worship.  The praise 
leader and pastor’s role in the church is as much service to God as the cleaning crew, setup team, and maintenence guy.  
Remember Paul’s words: 
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1 Corinthians 12:22-25 - On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker 
are necessary;  23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more 
abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable,  24 whereas our more 
presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that 
member which lacked,  25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same 
care for one another. 

 
Looking ahead...1 Kings 6:1 
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